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Vineyard owners may not ment in March. 1t insisted on de-
bauild facilities to crush grapes, IE to, ensume. the
Termendt and botile the juices und s ar
sell the final product in the the :
11MI0-acre ajgnicullirel cope arce “1 dor't think tho plan would
southoast of Breniwood. bead 1o npunis of ur-
Contr Costa oy fn use,” said Supervisar Fed-
the zoning rosdblock.  eral Glover of Pitisburg. “I's o
BT Tha banrd today will consider it
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real carcol to keep farmers

Around 2,000 acres counly-
wide are dedicated to vinevards,
mistly cabernet, zinfandel and
merlat, Nearly half of the lund
falls within the agriculiuml core,
said Commnenity Developmeon di-
recior Dennis Barry,

Growers ship most of their
crap Lo winemakers in the Liv-
srmore and Mapa valleys, mar-
hets that are drying up. Grape
prices have slipped over the past
year, placing added strains on
Contra Costn growers, sid John
Viana, preaident of the county's
farm bureauw and owner of Viano
Vineyards near Martines, Conira
Crsta's anly winery.

If the county warnis to desig-
nate 4n area for agricultuee, he
said, it should support its farm-
ers any way possible: “Ir kind of
defeats the purpese |f growers
can't sell their products™

Grape growers hope the
change prompts o Contra Costa
wine renaissance. In the early
20th century, the county honsted
berwesn 15 and 30 wineries. said
Ed Meyer, county agricaliornl
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County’s cork on wine ’V‘meyards in the ag core

coreiter changing Conira Comia's ganaesd plan i sllow lor

operatmns

meeds something more
Cratic 10 open o winery — gov-
emment permission. That, to the
chagrin of many Jocal growers,
ak proven

ficts ool Probibition, the Depres-
sion and an infestation of grape
phyllosers, & pest (hat ravages
vineyards, Meyer said. “Mayhe
it's time for wineries here to
make o comehach.”

Meil Cohn sakd b wants to be
part of the action, The Brent-
wiod resident = an insurance
salesmin in Pleasanton. but his
passion Hes with the merlot and
cabernel sauvignon grapes he
Erows on A2 acres.

“Whal makes the wine good
|5 terrific grapes,” he said. “And
that's what wa have here.”

Two years ago he formed the
wine company Hanmah Nicole
Vineyards: Cohin ships his Con-
tra Costa ped 1o Madera,
where a professional winemaker
manages the operarion.

I supervisors c the gen-
eral plan, Cohn said, e plans to
open @ tmsting room in Bremt-
w10 make some maney. The
next step would be a full winene

“Peaple already come 1o

Breapwotd 1o buy apples and  §

com,” he gaid, “I would be nice

for them to stop by a tasting |

roam and pick up a little wine.”
Peter Felsenfild covers Conira
Casda Courty. Reach him ot
Q259778504 or
pfelsenfeldmoctimes. com.
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GRAPEVINES anak up tha sun in Oaklsy, with Maunt Disblo in the background. About 2,000 acres countywide are dadica




